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as what was very ſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion. On Enquiry I found, Others 
were of the ſame Opinion; and it 
was thought to be approved of by All 
who heard it. Upon this I adviſed 


ment I cannot but pay a great Defe- 
rence, Theſe, on my repeating the 
Sermon to Them, encouraged me to 


comply with the Requeſt which had 


been made to me. 


The Parallel between David, as a 


King, and our late MosT Gracious 
SOVEREIGN, ſeems to me very natural 
and obvious, in all the Particulars I 
have mentioned in his Life, and Reign; 
as well as Thoſe concerning his Death 
in the Text. That the Subject was 


A 2 not 


HEN I had delivered the 
| following very plain Dil- 
courſe, Several expreſſed a 


great Deſire it might be publiſhed; 


with ſome Friends, to whoſe Judg- 
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ii The PREFACE. 


not altogether unſuitable to the Oc- 
caſion, appears from Several of my 
Brethren in the City having preach'd 
on it the ſame Day I did. 

I am One of Thoſe many, who 
had a ſincere Affection for his late 
Majeſty. What true Friend of Li- 
berty had not? And ſhould We not 
have been inconſolable at his Death, if 
it had not been for the promiſing 
Proſpect We have in his SuccessoR ? 
Who, We have abundant Ground 

to think, will tread in his Steps. My 
earneſt Prayer to the God of all Grace 
and Wiſdom for Him is, and ſhall 
be, that He may be wiſe as an Angel 
of God ; and know how to go out, 
and come in before this great People, 
over whom the Lord hath ſet Him. 
That his Reign may be Very Loc, 
Happy, and Gloglous. That He 
may be an Inſtrument in the Hand 
of Divine Providence of perfecting 
that ſo very deſirable Work, which 
the late King's Heart was ſo much ſet 

on; 


The PREFACE. iii 


on; and towards which He had made 
ſuch conſiderable Advances: I mean 
a SarE, HONOOURABLE, and LasTING 
PRAcg. That the Liberties of Eu- 
ROPE may be eſtabliſhed on a ſure Ba- 
ſis; and, if it be the Will of God, on 
a Foundation which ſhall never be 
moved, or till Time ſhall be no more. 

May We not look on the very 
important News which arrived the 
next Evening after the Interment of 
his Late Majeſty, from the Kine of 
PRUSSIA, as a good Omen] What 
imminent Danger hath that Prince 
frequently been in] In ſuch a Situa- 
tion that his Enemies have exulted; 
and too many of his beſt Friends 
been ready to deſpair. But in the 
Mount of Difficulties God appeared 
for Him. They ſurrounded Him on 
all Sides, and compaſſed him about 
like Bees; but in the Name of the 
Losp, and the Strength of the Most 
Hich, He hath deſtroyed MANY of 
'Them. And as God hath delivered, 
and doth deliver, we may truſt in 
Him that He will yet deliver. 
H1s 
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ww The PREFACE. 

Hts PRESENT MajzsTy hath de- 
clared, that He will purſue the fame 
Meaſures which his WIsR PRRDFERCES“⁊ 
sos did. One of which was to aſ- 
fiſt the Pruſſian Monarch; and exert 
his utmoſt Efforts for the Support of 
the PROTESTANT ReLiicion, (which 


is the Religion of Jesus) in Germa- 


ny. And oh, that they may ſtill be 
attended with the fame Succeſs! May 
the Throne which He hath lately aſ- 
cended, be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and upheld by Mercy. May 
ALL his Enernies Abroad, for it is to 
be hoped He hath None at home, be 
cloathed with Shame ; but upon 
himſelf may the Crown LONG, VERY 
Loxc, flouriſh. ne 
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af 
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Nov. 14, 1760. So „ 
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Page 23 in the note, for Octocter, read Odtober. 
Page 24 in the note, read, There are but Two who have 
reigned ſo long in England, [viz. Henry the Eighth, and 
Queen Elizabeth} ſince Henry the Sixth, who died in 
1460, &c. 


1 CHRON. xxix. 28. Former Part. 


And be died in a good old Are, full of Days, 


. Riches, and Honour. 


Firſt, The Perſon ſpoken of, He, that 
is, David the King. 
Secondly, We are told that he died. 
Thirdly, The Time of his Death, in a 
good old Age. 
Fourthly. Several very agreeable Circum- 


JT"? theſe Words we have, 


Hances which attended it. He was full of 


Days, Riches, and Honour. 


When I have gone through theſe, I ſhall 
conclude with ſome Application ſuitable to 


the preſent melancholy Occaſion. 

I begin with the Firſt, The Perſon here 
Spoken of, David the King © 
26, 27. Thus David the Son of Feſſe reigned 


over all Iſrael, and the Time that he reigned 


over Iſrael was forty Years, &c. As a private 
Perſon, and before he was advanced to the 
Throne, he was a very pious young Man ; 


feared the Lord above many, and from his- 
B Youth. ' 
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[6] | 
Youth, He was called by God himſelf, a 
Man after his own Heart *. Though we 
are far from thinking that he was perfect. 
No Believer, we read of in Scripture, was: 
But every one of them were defective even 
in that very Grace, which they were moſt 
eminent and renowned for. Abraham, tho 
ſo ſtrong in Faith, fell into Unbelief more 
than once, thro' a Fear of Man; and per- 
ſuaded Sarah his Wife to join with him in a 
known Falſhood, and ſay ſhe was his Siſter *, 
Moſes, tho' very meek above all the Men 
which were upon the Face of the Earth, yet 
we find was once in ſuch a Paſſion, and 
ſpake fo unadviſedly with his Lips, that he 
was kept out of Canaan for it ; and God 
would not permit him to go over Jordan, 
and ſee that good Land, notwithſtanding he 
ſo earneſtly defired it *. And is not 25 re- 
corded in Scripture, as the moſt patient Per- 
ſon that ever lived? We have heard and 
read of his Patience: And it will be ſpoke 
of throughout all Generations. And yet, 
will any one undertake to defend all that he 
ſaid in the Diſpute between him and his 
three Friends? or vindicate him, when He 
curſed the Day of his Birth *? And oh! in 
what a ſhocking Manner did David fall, in 
the Matter of Uriah the Hittite ! Did he not 


Acts xiii. 22. d Gen, xi, 10, &c. Chap. xx. 1, 
&c. < Numb. xii. 3. d See Chap. xx. 10. 
— 12, and Deut. iii. 23—27. Job ui, 


thereby, 


$a 


thereby, as it were, break his Bones? and it 
was a conſiderable Time before they were 
ſet again, and God made him to rejoice *. 

But, he is in our Text to be conſidered as 
a King. God, whois KING of Kinss, and 
LoRD of Lokps, placed him in the Throne; 
and he reigned over all Iſrael. And he was 
a great and renowned Prince indeed, 

1. A very good King. 

2. A very wile Prince. 

3. Couragious and valiant. 

4. Juſt. He executed Judgment to all his 
People. 

5. A merciful King. 

6. A Prince of great Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion. 


7. Laſtly, A Perſon of ſingular Patience, 


I. David was a very good King, I mean 
one who loved his Subjects; ſtudied their 
Happineſs ; and was properly the Father of 
his People. Kings ſhould be like good Shep- 
herds; take care of, feed and guide their 
Flocks. Such an one David was. He, 1. e. 
God choſe David his Servant ; and brought 
him to feed Jacob his People, and Iſrael his 
Inheritance. So he fed them according to the 


Integrity of his Heart ; and guided them by 


the Skilfulneſs of his Hands *, 
2. David was a very wiſe King. News 
who read the Hiſtory of him, can doubt of 


* Pſalm li. s Pal. Ixxviii. 70.—72. 
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this. Many, we may ſuppoſe, envied him, 
as well as Saul, But they could lay nothing 
to his charge. Or tho” they might accuſe 
him, as he complains, yet it was falſly, 
and they could prove nothing againſt him. 
He behaved bimſelf wiſely in all his Mays; 
and no wonder, for we are told, the Lord 
was with bim And we are further, in- 
formed, that when the Princes of the Phi- 
liſtines went forth, David behaved himpelf 
more wiſely than all the Servants of Saul, ſo 
on bis Name was much ſet by. 

He was a couragious valiant Prince; 
a Man of Valour. This he gave many ſig- 
nal Proots of, both before and after he catne 
to the Crown, It was a very juſt Charac- 


ter which one of Saul's Servants gave of 


David to him, when he wanted ſome pro- 
per Perſon to be with him, who by playing 
on the Harp, which he was very ſkilful in, 


might divert his Thoughts, and the evil Spi- 


rit which troubled him, depart from him. 


J Lave ſeen a Son of Jeſſe the Bethlebemite, 


that is cunning in playing, and a mighty va- 


| liant Man, and a Man of War, and prudent 


in Matiers *. How many Battles did he 
fight, and win, as a General, and as a King, 
after he had engaged with, and overcome 
the Phili/t;ns Champion Goliath '? He ſubdued 
tue Philiſtines, the avowed Enemies of I. 


h 1 Sam. viii. 14. i Verſe zo. k 1 Sam. 


avi. 18, | Chap. xvii, 


rael ; 


19.1 
rael; the Moabites, the Ammonites, and 
many others: The Lord preſerving and 
ſucceeding him whitherſoever he went v. 

4. David was a juſt Prince. He executed 
Judgment and Fuſtice to all his People“. 


Whenever any came to him for Juſtice, they 


were ſure of having it. It was a vile Slan- 


der with which Ab/alom endeavoured to alie- 
nate the Affections of the People from the 
King his Father, when he was meditating 
a Rebellion, and deſigned to dethrone him 
at leaſt, and ] ſuppoſe, to murder him. It 
was, I ſay, a vile Slander, when he repre- 
ſented him as very careleſs and negligent 
about public Affairs, and the Concerns of 
his Subjects. He flood in the Way of the 
Gate, (the Place of Judicature) and when 
any Man that had a Controverſy came to the 
King for Judgment, he ſaid to him, See thy 
Matters are good and right ; but there is no 
Man deputed of the King to bear thee . And 
ſurely, none but very weak Perſons could 
be deceived by him, when the contrary 
was ſo well 3 to All that ever had any 
Occaſion to apply to him for Juſtice. 

5. David was a very merciful Prince. 
The Kings of Iſrael were noted among their 
Neighbour-States and Kingdoms for this. 
When Benhadad King of Syria on the De- 
feat of his vaſt Army, by ſo very ſmall a 
Number of the Children of Iſrael, was for- 

m 2 Sam, viii. u Verſe 15. „ 2 Sam. xv. 2, 3. 
ced 


[ IO ] , 

ced to flee into an inner Chamber to hide 
himſelf ; his Servants ſaid to him, Beho/d 
now, we have heard that the Kings of the 
houſe of Iſrael are merciful Kings ; God, 

who is Sovereign of the Univers, is merci- 
ful ; and Princes. who are his Vice-gerents, 

and Repreſentatives on Earth, ſhould be like 
Him. 

6. He was a Prince of great Tendernefs 
and Compaſſion, He pitied his Subjects when 
in Diſtreſs. We have a very remarkable In- 
ſtance of this in the Peſtilence which was 
ſent in his Reign, and indeed for his Sin, in 
numbring the People. And David ſpake to 
the Lord, when he faw the Angel that ſmote 
the People, and ſaid, Lo, I have ſinned, and 
1 have done wickedly : But theſe Sheep, what 
have they done ? 24 thine Hand, I pray thee 
be againſt me, and againſt my Father's Houſe. 
And fo affectionate a Parent as he was, 
could not but be tender towards his Subjects, 
whom he conſidered as Children. 

7. And laſtly, David was a Perſon of fin- 
gular Patience ; ready to bear with, and for- 
give Injuries. Saul fought his Life; and yet 
de would not kill him when he hed i it in his 
Power ; nor ſuffer others to do it, when 
they deſired his Leave*. This melted even 
Saul into Tears, when he heard of it*. And 


P 1 Kings xx. 31, 4 2 Sam. xviv. 17. r See 
1 Sam. xxiv. 3,—7, s Verſe 16. See alſo Chap. 
XXvi. 7, &c. 


how 


WEE 
how very provoking muſt it be, when SHi- 
met inſulted him in ſo very abuſive, as well 
as cruel a Manner, and curſed him, throw- 
ing Stones and Duſt at him, as he was flee- 
ing from Jeruſalem for fear of Abſalom *? 
And yet David would not let Abiſbai go, 
and take off the Head of that dead Dog, as 
he called him, which he deſired Permiſſion 
to do. And afterwards when the Rebelli- 
on was cruſhed, and Sh: nei came, and fell 
down before David, and defired him to for- 
give his Crime, he ſpared his Life at that 
Time*. Tho' when giving his laſt Charge 
to his Son Solomon, he bid him keep a ſtrict 
Eye on him, and watch him narrowly as a 
very dangerous Perſon ; and if he ever gave 
him the leaſt Occafion, to put him to Death”. 

Secondly, We are informed in the Text, 
that this great and good King died. Perſons, 
you know, are ſaid to die, when the Union 
between the Soul and Body is diſſolved; the 
one returning to the Earth as it was, or the 
Ground out of which it was taken; and the © 
other to God who gave it *. Tis the Body 
only which dies. This ſees Corruption, and 
is reduced to Duſt, but the Soul being a Spi- 
rit, is immortal. It is of a quite different 
Nature from the Body, which is Matter. It 
is immaterial ; of a ſpiritual Nature; the 


Breath of God: And can, and will ſubſiſt in 


t See 2 Sam. xvi. 5, &c. u Verſe q, &c. x Chap, 
' XX. 16, &c. I Kings 13. 8, 9. 2 Eccleſ. xii, 7. 
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a State of Separation from it. The Lord God 
formed Man, that is his Body, of the Duft of 
the Ground, and breathed into his Noftrils 
the Breath of Life : And Man became a living 
Soul *. When Lazarus the Beggar died, i. e. 
his Body, we are told, he, i. e. his Soul, 
Was carried by the Angels into Abraham's Ba- 
ſom : The rich Man alſo died, and was buried. 
And in Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in Tor- 
ment“. 

And we ſee that All die. Good and Bad ; 
or the Righteous and the Wicked : High and 
Low; Rich and Poor; Kings and Subjects; 
Wiſe and Fooliſh; the moſt Uſeful, as well 
the Uſeleſs; or thoſe who have not Power, 
or Inclination to be ſerviceable in their 
Generation. Death ſpares None when it 
hath received a Commiſſion to cut them 
down; whether Young or Old; Infants of 
Days, or thoſe who are bowed. down with 
the Weight of Years, and groan under the 
Infirmities of old Age. The ſtrongeſt Men 
fall when Death ſtrikes, as ſoon as the 
Weakeſt. No one can deliver himſelf, or 
others from it, when the Time is come 
that they muſt die. Neither Prayers nor 
Tears will be of any avail, or in the leaſt 
move it. Nothing can prevail with it to 
ſtay its Hand, or defer the Blow, one Mo- 
ment. Here I would obſerve, 


Gen. U. 7. » Luke xvi, 22, 23. 


1. This | 


[ 9 ] | 
1. This is what is appointed to all Men. 
2. Death is the Fruit or Conſequence of Sin. 


3. 1t is a great Mercy to the Godly that 
they muſt die. But, | 

4. When the Wicked die, there is an End 
of all their Pleaſure and Foy, what they call- 


ed and accounted Happineſs ; and they muſt be 


inconceivably miſerable lo all Eternity. 


I. Death is what is appointed to all Men. 


It is appointed to Men once to die. There is 
no Man that livetb, wwho ſhall not ſee Death. 
The Grave is the Houſe appointed for all Liv- 
ing. The Time, Place, and Manner of our 
Death, every particular Circumſtance relat- 
ing to it, are all appointed by God. 

2. Death is the Fruit, or Conſequence of 
Sin. This introduced, or paved the Way 
for That into our World. What can be more 
full and expreſs as to this, than that of the 


Apoſtle Paul? By one Man, (whom all al- 


low to be Adam) Sin entred into the World, 
and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon 
all Men, for that all have finned'. If we 
had not ſinned, we ſhould never have died; 
but have been immortal as the holy Angels 
are, and lived for ever. God did not make 
Man mortal. It was Sin that did it. 
3. It is à great Mercy to the Godly that 
they muſt die. They think ſo, and would 
not live here always. And this, not only be- 


< Heb. ix. 27, d Job xxx. 23. © See 
Chap. vii. 1. and xiv. 5. T Rom. v. 12. 
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a State of Separation from it. The Lord God 
formed Man, that is his Body, of the Duft of 
the Ground, and breathed into his Noftrils 
the Breath of Life : And Man became a living 
Soul *. When Lazarus the Beggar died, 1. e. 
his Body, we are told, he, 1. e. his Soul, 
was carried by the Angels into Abraham's Ba- 
ſom : The rich Man alſo died, and was buried. 
And in Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in Tor- 
ment. 

And we ſee that All die. Good and Bad; 
or the Righteous and the Wicked: High and 
Low; Rich and Poor; Kings and Subjects; 
Wiſe and Fooliſh; the moſt Uſeful, as well 
the Uſeleſs; or thoſe who have not Power, 
or Inclination to be ſerviceable in their 
Generation. Death ſpares None when it 
hath received a Commiſſion to cut them 
down; whether Young or Old; Infants of 
Days, or thoſe who are bowed down with 
the Weight of Years, and groan under the 
Infirmities of old Age. The ſtrongeſt Men 
fall when Death ſtrikes, as ſoon as the 
Weakeſt. No one can deliver himſelf," or 
others from it, when the Time is come 
that they muſt die. Neither Prayers nor 
Tears will be of any avail, or in the leaſt 
move it, Nothing can prevail with it to 
ſtay its Hand, or defer the Blow, one Mo- 
ment. Here I would obſerve, 


2 Gen. ii. 7. > Luke xvi, 22, 23. 


1. This | 
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1. This is what is appointed to all Men. 
2. Death is the Fruit or Conſequence of Sin. 


3. I is a great Mercy to the Godly that 


they muſt die. But, | 
4. When the Wicked die, there is an End 
of all their Pleaſure and Joy, what they call- 


ed and accounted Happineſs ; and they muſt be 


inconcei vably miſerable lo all Eternity. 

1. Death is what is appointed to all Men. 
It is appointed to Men once to die. There is 
no Man that liveth, who ſhall not ſee Death. 
The Grave is the Houſe appointed for all Liv- 
ing. The Time, Place; and Manner of our 
Death, every particular Circumſtance relat- 
ing to it, are all appointed by God“. 


2. Death is the Fruit, or Conſequence of 


Sin. This introduced, or paved the Way 
for That into our World. What can be more 
full and expreſs as to this, than that of the 
Apoſtle Paul ? By one Man, (whom all al- 
low to be Adam) Sin entred into the World, 
and Death by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon 
all Men, for that all have ſinned. If we 
had not ſinned, we ſhould never have died ; 
but have been immortal as the holy Angels 
are, and lived for ever. God did not make 
Man mortal. It was Sin that did it. 

3. It is a great Mercy to the Godly that 
they muſt die. They think ſo, and would 
not live here always. And this, not only be- 


< Heb. ix. 27. . 4 Jobaxx. 23. © See 
Chap. vii. 1, and xiv, 5. 1 Rom. v. 12. 
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cauſe it is a troubleſome, but a ſinful World. 
Sin makes them more weary of this Life, 
than all the Afflictions they meet with *. 
But then I muſt add, 

4. When the Wicked die, there is an End 
of all their Pleaſure and Joy, what they call. 
ed and accounted Happineſs ; and they muſt be 
inconceivably miſerable to all Eternity. The 
Wicked, all who die in their Sins, in Impeni- 
tence and Unbelief, ſhall be turned into Hell“. 
Sent away into everlaſiing Puniſhment + Be 
order'd by the Judge, to depart from him in- 
to that Fire, which was prepared for the Devil, 
and his Angels'. A Fire which will never be 
quenched ; but the Breath of the Lord, or 
the Fury of a juſtly provoked God, will con- 
tinue blowing up the Flame, and increaſing 
the Heat for ever *. ed 
The next Thing obſervable in the Words 
18, 
Thirdly, The Time of David's Death; in 
a good Old Age. He was now Seventy /. 
The Age of Man in Moſes's Time. For 
he tells us, the Days of our Years are three- 
ſcore Years and ten", So Abraham, who 
was above an hundred Years older than 


* Job vii. 16. h Pſal. ix. 17. I Matt. xxv. 41. 
* Mark ix. 44. ! He was thirty Years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned forty Years. In Hebron he 
reigned over Judah ſeven Years, and fix Months; and in 
Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three Years over all Iſrael 
and Judah, 2 Sam. v. 4, 5, = Pſal. xc. 10. The Title 
of which Pſalm is, A Prayer of Moſes, the Man of God. 


David, 


[ 11 1 
David, is ſaid to die in a good old Age *. 
And Gideon allo e. 

1. This is not to be underſtood merely that he 
was an aged Perſon, or far advanced in Years, 
when he died. If fo, old Sinners might be 
ſaid to die in a good old Age; which I do 
not find they ever are in Scripture. No, 
we are ſure, though they live to be an hundred 
Years old, they are and ſhall be accurſed *, 
But, 

2. He had lived to good Purpoſe, a very uſe- 
ful Life. He had done many great and good 
Things in his Day; and ſerved his Genera- 
tion according to the Will of God. He had 
made the Welfare of Iſrael his Study, and 
rejoiced in their Proſperity, He had them 
much in his Thoughts, and bore them on 
his Heart. And we may be aſſured, in Re- 
turn for this, he had the Prayers of all his 
faithful Subjects; of every one that truly 
feared God, and was concerned to promote 
kis Glory. 

Fourthly, We are to confider ſeveral very 
agreeable Circumſtances bere mentioned, which 
the Death of this excellent Prince was at- 
tended with, He was full of Days, Riches, 
and Honour. 

1. When David died, he was full of Days. 
Satisfied with Life ; having lived as long 
as God thought fit he ſhould ; and done 


n Gen. xxv. 7, 8. o Judges vili. 32. P Iſai. 
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all the Work He deſigned him for, or had 
appointed him to do. God had told him, that 
he ſhould not build him an Houſe, as he had 
fully intended, and greatly defired to do: 
But his Son Solomon ſhould do it *, How- 
ever, he had the Satisfaction to live to make 
all neceſſary Preparations for it: And to ſee 
how ready his People were to that good 
Work; and that they contributed very chear- 
fully and liberally towards it. And alſo to 
ſee a wiſe Son ſo well qualified to ſucceed 
him, ſettled on the Throne; and ſo likely 
to be eſtabliſhed in it. 5 

2. David died full of Riches He had 
acquired vaſt, prodigious Wealth indeed. Not 
with a Deſign to make a God of it, as Ma- 
ny do. No, he knew better, as well as Job, 
than 7o truſt in uncertain Riches ©. Which 
cannot- profit 1n the Day of Wrath ; or ſave 
a Soul from Death", He did not make 
Gold his Hope; or ſay to fine Gold, thou 
art my Confidence x. Not by oppreſſing 
his Subjects with burdenſome Taxes, and 
thereby impovetiſhing them, in order to en- 
creaſe his own. Wealth, and Power. But 
by the Spoils which he took in Battle from 
his and their Enemies, when he had con- 
quered them. Thus, when he had taken 
Rabbab, the Metropolis, the capital City of 
the Children of Ammon, the Royal City, 


r 1 Chron. xxviii. 2,—6. s 1 Chron. xxix. 6, &c. 
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it is ſaid, He brought forth the Spoil of it in 
great Abundance v. And he got much Riches 
alſo by the many great Preſents which were 
made him by ſome Princes who were in Al- 
liance with him; and the Tribute paid him by 


Others whom he had ſubdued. The Syrians, 


Moabites, Ammonites, Philiſtines, &c *. 

All theſe very great Riches he left to his 
Son and Succeſſor, Solomon. Not only to 
ſupport his Government with a proper Dig- 
nity and Grandeur ; but principally to build 
a Temple for the Lord God of Iſrael to dwell 
in; where He might be worſhipped and ſer- 
ved by his People, in the Way and Manner 
which He had appointed. This was to be ex- 
ceedingly magnificent, according to the Pat- 
tern which the Lord gave him, or made him to 
underſtand in Writing, by his Hand upon bim. 
And when it was finiſhed, it was the moſt 
grand and noble Structure in all the World. 
Of Fame, and of Glory, throughout all Coun- 
tries. 

3. And laſtly, When David died, be was 
full of Honour; in the greateſt Reputation; 
leaving his People in a very flouriſhing Con- 
dition. And he himſelf greatly loved, and 
honoured by them; and reſpected by neigh- 
bouring Princes, and Kingdoms; who con- 
doled with, as well as congratulated his Son, 
on his ſucceeding ſo renowned a Potentate 


Y 2 Sam. xii, 30. * See Chap. viii. 6, &, See 
1 Chron, xxii. 6, Chap. xxviii. 11, 12, 19. 
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as David was. Particularly Hiram, Ning of 
Tyre, ſent a very reſpectful and pious Letter 
to Solomon, who had notified the Death of 
David to him, and his Acceſſion to the 
Throne; and alſo acquainted him with his 
Deſign to build an Houſe unto the Lord. 
And we are told, Hiram was ever a Lover 
of David®. 

Thus we have briefly gone over the ſeve- 
ral Heads contained in our Text. What 
remains now 1s to make ſome ſuitable Im- 
provement of the Subject. 

And I am perſuaded, moſt of you have 
already in your Thoughts, been applying a 
great Part of what I have delivered, to that 
MosT EXCELLENT PRINCE, his late Majeſty 
KING GEORGE Tus SEconD ; whoſe 
ſudden, tho' not altogther unexpected Death, 
was the Occaſion of my diſcourſing on theſe 
Words, at this Time. And may not what 
the Text ſays of David, be fitly applied to 
Him? He died in a good old Age; full of 
Days, Riches, and Honour. I ſuppoſe there 
are few, if any true Britons, but what will 
allow, He was a GREAT Prince, and a VERY 
GOOD KING. The BEST I believe in the 
World. In what Period of Time, if it 
could have been left to our own Option,, 
ſhould we have choſen to live, rather than 
that in which our Lot is caſt, and ſince the 
Acceſſion of the preſent Royal Family to 


» See 1 Kings v. 1, &c. 
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the Throne of theſe Kingdoms ? Oh ! how 
much are we indebted to good Kino WIL- 
LIAM the TuikD, of G6rokious and 1M- 
MORTAL MEMORV, for that INVALUABLE 
LEGACY which he bequeathed Us; in pro- 
curing an Act of Parlicment, for ſettling the 


Crown in the 1LLUsTRiovs Housk of Ha- 


NOVER, in Caſe of Queen Anne's Demiſe 
without Ifſue ! This Legacy was (if I may 
be allowed the Expreſſion) paid us, by a 
kind Providence, as ſoon as it became due. 
I mean on the GLORIQUs FIRST of AUGUST, 
1714. A Day never to be forgotten by Eng- 
gliſb Men, and eſpecially Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters; it being the very Day on which THE 
VILE SCHISM-BILL was © have taken Place. 
By which iniquitous Act we were to have 
been deprived of the Right of educating our 
own Children, But God was graciouſly 
pleaſed to interpoſe, blaſted their wicked 
Scheme, and rendred their Deſigns abortive, 
by the ſeaſonable Remove of one ſingle Per- 
Jon; who I cannot but think was greatly 
abuſed, and impoſed on by thoſe who were 
about Her. Under his late Majeſty, (as well 
as his Royal Father, GEORGE THE FiRsT,) 
we enjoyed our Privileges both Civil and Re- 

- ligious. We ſat every Man under his Vine, 
and under his Fig-tfee, and there was none to 
make us afraid. 

And as for his Wiſdom, 1 think none can call 
it in queſtion, What wiſe Plans were laid by 
| Him, 
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Him, and his Council, for preſerving our Li- 
berty, as well as of Europe in general, a- 
inſt the common Enemy of it? That am- 
itious and moſt perfidious Tyrant, the 
French King, or thoſe under whoſe Manage- 
ment he is; who have been long aiming at, 
and aſpiring after Univerſal Monarchy ! And 
what Wiſdom, as well as Affection for his 
Feople, appeared in the Proviſion He made 
for our Secutity and Tranquility, on the 
Death of the late Prince of Wales; if God 
ſhould think fit to remove Him by Death, 
before the then Heir apparent, his preſent 
Majeſty, ſhould have arrived to a proper Age 
for taking the Reins of Government into his 

own-Hends 1 .... 

His Courage and Valour the French were 
Witneſſes to, when but a young Perſon, He 
fought ſo bravely under the Duke of Marl- 
borough. His Horſe being ſhot under him, 
in the Battle of Oudenard, He led on the 
Troops under his Command on Foot, till the 
Enemy was entirely routed ; and thoſe who 
were not killed, or taken Priſoners, fled for 
their Lives with the utmoſt Precipitation. 
And even ſince He became our Sovereign, He 
behaved with his wonted Courage and Intre- 
pidity, in the Battle at Dettingen. When 
the French, tho' ſo much Superior to our 
Troops in Numbers, were ſoon put to Flight. 
Nor do] in the leaſt doubt, but that if thoſe 
Miſcercants in the late Rebellion, had come 

EI © forward, 
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forward, near our Capital, as they intended, 
his Majeſty would have marched out avainſt 
them at the Head of his Forces and Friends; j 
many Thouſands of whom would, I am ful- 
ly perſuaded, have ventured their Lives in 


the Defence of his Royal Perſon ; and lived 


or died with Him. 

And did He ever give one of his Subjects 
any Reaſon to complain of 7he leaſt AF of In- 
Juſtice, or ſo much as the Appearance of it ? 
Might He not have appealed to them, as Sa- 
muel at the End of bis Adminiſtration or Go- 
vernment, did to the People of Iſrael? Moe 
Ox have I taken? or whoſe Aſs have I Werf ? 
er whom have I defrauded? And muſt we 
not all have anſwered, as they did ? Theu 
haſt not defrauded, nor OPPRESSED us ; neither 
haſt thou taken aught of any Man's Hand-. 
Did he ever invade any of our Rights? or 
ſhow the leaſt Inclination towards it? No; 
but on the contrary, we were in the full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. Nor, during his long Reign, 
would he ſuffer any one to be perſecuted for 
the Sake of Conſcience. 

And how very merciful did He ſhow himſelf 
in many Inſtances ! Need I mention any other 
than when the laſt moſt unnatural Rebellion 
was happily ſuppreſt, by the Blefling of 
God on his Majeſty's Arms, under the Com- 
mand. of the Duke of Cumberland, at the 
Battle of Culloden; when ſo many of thoſe 
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vile Wretches were taken Priſoners? How 
few of them comparatively, were made Ex- 
amples of, and puniſhed as they deſerved ? 
It is commonly, and I believe truly ſaid, that 
it was with ſome Reluctance his late Majeſty 
ever ſigned a Dead-Warrant when brought 
to him, for the Execution of Criminals, who 
had been convicted and condemned. Tho”, 
at, the ſame Time, He would have Juſtice 
take Place, even on Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank, when found guilty of atrocious Crimes; 
and no favourable Circumſtances appeared to 
recommend them to Mercy, Of which 
wo have a very recent Inſtance in a late 
Lord; who having been unanimouſly found 
guilty by his Peers of wilful Murder, was 
order d to be executed in the ſame Manner, 
and at the ſame Place, as common Murderers, 
and other capital Offenders are *. 

And then, with what Tenderneſs was He 
wont to expreſs himſelf in his Speeches to the 
Parliament, when the Exigencies of the State 


made any additional Burdens on his Subjects 


neceſiary ? 


Robert Earl Ferrers. He was tried by the Houſe of Lords 
in Weſtminſter-Hall, for the Murder of Mr. John Johnſon 
his Steward, and unanimouſly found Guilty by them ; and 
Sentence of Death paſt on him by the Lord-Keeper Henley, 


appointed High-Steward on that ſolemn Occaſion, April 18, 


And on May the 5th was conveyed from the Tower through 
the City to Tyburn, and there hanged. And, as the Law 


directs in ſuch Caſes, his Body was carried to Surgeons- Hall. 


Where, after it had been in Part diſſected, it was expoſed to 
ublic View in the Theatre for three Days, and feen by 
houſands. No Mitigation of the Sentence becauſe he 

was a Pcer of the Realm. 
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neceſſary? He plainly felt for, and with his 
People, And indeed, ſo affectionate a Parent, 
as He was well known to be, could not but 
pity his People when in any Diſtreſs, 

His Patience litewiſe he many a Time gave 
evident Proofs of, as might be made appear, 
when He was tried in a very remarkable 
Manner. And this, tho' there was no ſmall 
Degree of Warmth in his Natural Temper, 
as He himſelf well knew. And I never 
heard that He acted unbecoming a good King, 


when deprived of ſo many near Relations; 


His beloved Conſort, Queen CAKkOLI NE; and 
{ſeveral of his Children, who were ſo dear 
to Him. Affected He was, and could not 
but be ; and indeed ought to be ; but calm 
under it, and reſigned to the Will of God. 

But, with all theſe truly amiable Qualities, 
He is removed from us. Tho', Bleſſed be 


God, it may be ſaid of Him, as of King Da- 
vid in the Text, that he died in a good old 
Age. A long, and a very uſeful Life His 


Was e. 


And He was full 5 Days. We cannot but 


ſuppoſe, it would have been a very great 
Pleaſure to Him, to have lived to ſee an End 


put 


His late Majeſty was born Octocter 30 (Old Stile) 
1683. He ſucceeded King George the Firſt, June 11, 
1727, being then in the forty-fourth Year of his Age. And 
died October 25, 1760. Having reigned thirty and three 
Years, and four Months: And had He lived a Fortnight and 
two Days longer, He would have been ſeventy-ſeven Years of 


Age. About ſeven Years older than David was when he 


D 2 died, 
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ut to the preſent very expenſive and de- 
| Arudtive, tho' neceſſary War ; and to have 
brought about a ſafe and honourable Peace. 
To have left his People in perfect Peace and 
Security. Could He have effected this, I am 
perſuaded, He would have been willing to die. 
However, it muſt be no ſmall Satisfaction to 
Him, that, thro' the Divine Bleſſing on our 
Meaſures and Arms, Matters were brought. 
into ſo fair a Way towards it; that our Enemies 
were ſo much impoveriſhed and weaken'd, 
by cur repeated Succeſſes, both by Sea and 
Land; and that Riches were flowing in up- 
on the Nation in ſo great Abundance, by 
the amazing Increaſe of our Trade; ſo that 
the like was never known in a Time of 
War; if of the moſt profound and univerſal 
Peace. | | 
And how full of Honour hath his Reign, 
eſpecially the latter Part of it, been? What 
a Glorious Figure will KING GEORGE 
THE SECOND make in Hiſtory ? Poſterity 
will ſcarce believe the Truth of what we know 
to be Facts. That Louiſbur gb, which the 
French thought impregnable, ſhould be tax- 
en one. Year ; Crown-Point, Niagara, and 


-— —— — —— eo — — 


died. There hath but one reigned ſo long in England, viz. 
Queen Elizabeth, fince Edward the Fourth ; who came to 
the Crown in 1460, three hundred Years ago. Unleſs you 
reckon Charles the Second's Reign from the Day his Father 
was bcheaded, Jan. 30, 1649. and include the ſeveral Years 
he was in Exile, till the Reſtoration, May 29, 1660, the 
very Day after his late Majeſty's Father, King George the 
Firſt was born, 
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other Forts, together with Quebec, the next; 
and, to crown all, Montreal, the ihird. And 
the laſt, without firing a Gun, or the Loſs 
of a ſingle Life, So that the Enemy are, 
in a Manner, driven qut of that Part of the 
World; and they who were for graſping All 
there, have loſt, or we may hope will ſoon 
loſe, All: As they have done in Africa; and 
we have Reaſon to think, it is much the ſame 
with them in A/a, or the Eaſt-Indies. 


What a conſtant and intire Harmony be- 


tween the King and Parliament How uni- 
ted the People againſt the common Enemy! 
knit together as one Man! With what Rea- 
dineſs and Chearfulneſs the vaſt (not to ſay 
Immenſe) Supplies granted! and with what 
Eaſe raiſed ! to the Aſtoniſhment of moſt at 
Home, and of all Abroad! which muſt diſ- 
hearten our Enemies ; as well as greatly en- 
courage our Allies ; who are engaged in the 
Defence of the ſame good Cauſe with us, 
vi. of Religion and Liberty. 

But alas ! He is taken from us. An aw- 
ful Stroke indeed | tho', bleſſed be God, mix- 
ed with much Mercy too. Well, what 
Improvement ſhould we make of ſuch a 
Diſpenſation ? It ſpeaks with a very loud 
Voice; May we hear the Rod, and Him who 
. bath appointed it“. 

I. Let us mourn for his Death. Who can 
refrain from Tears, to think that GEORGE 
| f Mic. vi. 9. 


the 
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the Great, the Good, is gone! "Tis a very 
humbling Providence, eſpecially at this Junc- 
ture ; and calls for Sorrow. May not every 
one of his Subjects ſay, My FATHER, MY 
FATHER | 

2. Let us be humbled for cur Sins, and the 
Sins of the Nation, which have provoked the 
Lord to Anger. God is come out of his 
Flace againſt us, and ſtretching out his Hand 
over us, Let us fee it, and humble ourſelves 
under 1t. hs | 

3. We have great Reaſon to be very thank- 
ful, that He was not taken from us ſooner, ſeve- 
ral Years ago; when his Death might have 
been attended with ſuch Conſequences, as 
the Thoughts of may make us tremble. What 
a ſingular Mercy that he was ſpared fo long! 
How highly were we favoured, during the 
whole of his auſpicious Reign | 

4. Let us bleſs God that his Capacities for 
Government were continued to the laſt Day and 
Hour of his Life, and that he had ſo very eaſy 
a Diſſolution. | 

5. Let us All remember that We muſt die ; 
and how ſoon, and how ſuddenly this may be, 
we know not. It behoves us therefore to en- 
deavour, thro* Grace, to be always ready. 
Let us not reſt ſatisfied without an Intereſt in 
CHRIST ; till we have been enabled to ap- 
ply by Faith to his moſt precious Blood, and 
been thereby cleanſed from all Sin; to la 
hold of his perfect and everlaſting Righteoul. 


' ; neſs, 


L 27 ] 
neſs, and have thereupon been juſtified in he 
Sight of God. Till we have been born a- 
gain of Water, and of the Spirit; been re- 
newed in the Spirit of our Mind, and by the 
Divine Spirit made holy in Heart, Lip, and 


Life, or ſanctified wholly. Then, let Death 


come whenever it will, we may bid it wel- 
come ; and ſhall immediately enter into the 
Joy of our Lord, We enjoyed many great 
Privileges under our late molt gracious Sove- 
reign's mild and gentle, as well as juſt Go- 
vernment, of which, and all our other T. 
lents, we muſt give an Account. 

6. And laſtly, Let us pray earneſtly for his 
Succeſſor, GEORGE THz TuirD; whoſe 
Acceſſion to the Throne of his Royal An- 
ceſtors, hath been with the univerſal Accl:- 
mations of his People. That God would 
protect his Perſon, direct and guide his Coun- 
cils, and proſper his Adminiſtration. That 
his Reign may be LoN and GLoR1ovus as 
his Predeceſſor's was; and under him we ma 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs 
and Honey. I ſhall conclude with Part of 
the Seventy-ſecond Pſalm, which is entitled 
a Pſalm for Solomon. He ſhall judge the Poor 
of the People ; he ſhall ſave the Children of 
the Needy ; and he ſhall break in Pieces the 
Oppreſſor. In his Days ſhall the Righteous flou- 
riſh, and Abundance of Peace ſo long as the 
Moon endurethb. He ſhall have dominion alſo 
from Sea to Sea ; and from the River to the Ends 


of 
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of the Earth. They that dwell in the Wilder- 
neſs ſhall bew before him; and his Enemies ſhall 
lick the Duſt. And he ſhall live; and to him 
ſhall be given of the Gold of Sheba ; Prayer 
alſo ſhall be made for him; and daily ſhall he 
be praiſed. His Name ſball endure for ever; 
his Nome ſhall be continued as long as the Sun 
and Men ſhall be bleſſed in Him; all Nations 
foall call him Bleſſed. Amen, and Amen. 
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THE END. 
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8. An humble Attempt towards the Revival of Practical 
Religion among Chriſtians, and particularly the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, by a ſerious Addreſs to Miniſters and People, 
in ſome occaiional Diſcourſes. The Third Edition, 12mo. 
Price 28. 

g. The Holineſs of Times. Places, and People, under 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Diſpenſations ; conſidered and 
compared in ſeveral Diſcourſes, on the Sabbath, the Temple, 
Cuurches, Meeting-houſes, &c. 12mo. Price 18. 6d. 

10. The Glory of Chriſt as God Man, diſplayed in three 
Diſcourſes, (wiz.) Diſcourſe 1. A Survey of the »iſible Ap- 
pearances of Chriſt as God, before his Incarnation, with 
tome Obſervations on the Texts of the ola Teſtament applied 
to Chrilt. Diſcourſe 2. An Enquiry into the extenſive Pow-: 
ers of the human Nature of Chriſt, in its preſent glorified 
State; with ſeveral Teltimonies annexed. Diſcourſe 3. An 
Argument traciag out the early Exiſtence of the Human Soul 
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cf Chriſt, even before the Creation of the World: With 


an Appendix, containing an Abridgement of Dr. Thomas 
Goodwin's Diſcourſe of the Glories and Royalties of Chriſt 
in his Works, in Folio, Vol. II. Book III. 840, Price 4s. 


